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him to a throne on which an old man with a golden
beard was sitting, shrinking into black robes. He
cried ; and his tears spoke :

"I am the Creator. All creatures wear of my
clothes and eat of my bread. Yet, taking my presents,
they sacrifice them to the demons. Whoever worships
me?"

He gave Hung a sword, a seal and a yellow fruit.
All men fell down at Hung's feet, all beings of this
world which, now that he understood it, was corrupt
and terrifying. . ,

He woke up. Exhausted, he lay in a trance for
forty days and nights. He knew now that he was des-
tined to rule China, to become rich and powerful

One day, his wife's brother showed him a
pamphlet; Bible quotations which Robert Morrison,
a missionary and interpreter of the East India
Company had in 1810 translated into Chinese.

Reading the pamphlet, Hung realised that the old
man with the golden beard whom he had seen, was
the God Father of the Christians. He, Hung Siutsuen,
was chosen to convert and to distribute.

He wandered about to preach. Mendicants,
starving farmers, inquisitive loafers followed him. He
baptized them in river water and preached the Realm
of God, as he understood it. His understanding was
the same as that of the peasants: God's children are
all alike. At the dawn of God's Realm, the ground,
the fields, forests and hills now distributed without
justice, should be shared out anew, equally. This
was a goal worth fighting for; the peasants revolted.
Chung Yang-Tshi, generalissimo of the Taiping
Revolt, announced: